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and the global hierarchy. The most striking example by a huge margin, though, is Nelson Mandela. When it
comes to color, his sacrifice is beyond compare and his authority unimpeachable. And his message is always
universal - not confined to the interests of one race. It is he who has suggested that western support for Israel
has something to do with race. It is he who has hinted that it is no accident that the authority of the UN is
under threat at a time when its secretary general is black. And yet his voice is almost alone in a world where
race oozes from every pore of humanity. In a world where racism is becoming increasingly important, we
will need more such leaders. And invariably they will be people of color: on this subject whites lack moral
authority. I could only understand the racism suffered by my wife through her words and experience. I never
telt it myself. The difference is utterly fundamental.

Martin Jacques is a visiting fellow at the London School of Economics. The death of his wife, Harinder Veriah, in
2000 in a Hong Kong hospital triggered an outcry which culminated in this summer’s announcement by the Hong
Kong government that it would introduce anti-racist legislation for the first time
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